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It may not be generally known, that the revival of the 
purity of Christian doctrine and worship took place 
even earlier in the French dominions than in our own 
land. Those celebrated witnesses for the truth, the 
Waldenses, who deserve the grateful remembrance 
of every lover of Christian liberty, owe their origin 
to a French reformer. Peter Waldo, from whom 
they derive their name, was a native of Lyons. He 
was an opulent merchant of that city, residing there 
about the middle of the twelfth century. Religious 
impressions appear to have been first made on his 
mind, as on the mind of Luther, by a solemn pro- 
vidential visitation which he witnessed. Being 
assembled with some of his friends in a house, and 
after supper conversing and refreshing himself among 
them, one of the company suddenly fell down dead on 
the ground, to the great amazement of all who were 
present. From that moment it pleased God that 
Waldo should become a serious mquirer after Di- 
vine truth. As his concern increased, he became 
solicitous for the salvation of the souls of others ; 
and a door of usefulness seeming to open to him, 
he at length abandoned his mercantile occupation, 
distributed his wealth to the poor, and gave him- 
self to the instruction of his neighbours. 

The immediate occasion of his separation from 
the Romish church was the horror with which he was 
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4 PAPAL PERSECUTION IN FRANCE. 

struck at the bold promulgation by the ecclesiastics 
of his day of the doctrine of the mass, and the requi- 
sition made by them that the host should be wor- 
shipped. Being aroused, by what he considered the 
impiety of this requisition, from his confidence in 
the soundness of the instruction given by the Romish 
priesthood, he began to examine the Scriptures for 
himself, and by this means, obtained gradually a 
further insight into the abominations of the popedom. 
Waldo, being deeply impressed with the importance 
of scriptural knowledge, set himself to procure a 
translation of the New Testament into the French 
language. He succeeded in this undertaking ; and 
to his honour it should be mentioned, that this was 
the first translation made from the Bible into a modern 
tongue, since the Latin had ceased to be a living lan- 
guage. Such zeal, however, drew upon him a violent 
storm of opposition from the Romish hierarchy. 
Through the persecutions of the archbishop of Lyons 
and others, he was obliged to withdraw into Dau- 
phiny, and afterwards into Picardy. Subsequently, 
he retired into Bohemia, where he died about the 
year 1179. 

His followers from the first were very numerous, 
and, notwithstanding fierce persecution both from 
the ecclesiastical and secular authorities, continued 
to increase. In Alsace, particularly, and along the 
whole territory of the Rhine, his doctrines spread 
rapidly. At the beginning of the fourteenth century, 
the Waldenses computed their numbers at eighty 
thousand. Their chief settlements were in the moun- 
tainous districts in the south of France, and in the 
valleys on either side of the Alps, where they became 
eventually assimilated and blended with the Vaudois, 
with whom, however, they are not to be confounded. 
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Their separation from the Romish communion, 
and marked purity of faith and worship, excited 
against them, in various instances, the most violent 
opposition. Calumnies of the most odious kind 
were invented, and circulated to their prejudice, and 
reproachful names fixed on them. Thus they were 
called Turlupins, Cutpurses, Insabathas, Arians, Ma- 
nichees, and Ribalds. Most of these names had 
either reference to their condition, or were borrowed 
from some peculiarities in their practice which were 
misunderstood. Thus the name Turlupins, which 
means, inhabitants with wolves, was given' them 
because they were often obliged to dwell in woods 
and deserts. The imputation of Arianism rested on 
their denying the consecrated host to be God ; of 
Manicheeism, on their assertion of the independency 
of the temporal on the spiritual power ; and they 
were termed Insabathas, (regardless of sabbaths,) 
because they observed not the appointed festivals of 
the church, but rested from their ordinary occupa- 
tions only on Sundays. The authentic testimony 
of history deposes decisively to the general integrity 
of their lives. A chief tenet which they held was, the 
suflBciency of the Scripture as a rule of faith ; and 
they altogether repudiated the doctrines of purgatory 
and of human mediators. They were the first ob- 
jects of the terrible Inquisition, when it was esta- 
blished by Innocent iii. in 1206. That ambitious 
pope authorized certain monks to proceed among 
them, and deliver all convicted heretics to the 
secular power ; and in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century thousands of persons were hanged or burned 
by this diabolical device, because they trusted only 
in Jesus Christ for salvation, and renounced all the 
vain hopes of self-righteous idolatry and superstition. 

b3 
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In spite, however, of all these severities, it was with 
the Waldenses as with the Israelites. The more 
they were afflicted, the more they multiplied and 
grew. About the year 1530, the era of the Re- 
formation, there were not fewer than eight hundred 
thousand of them scattered throughout Europe. 

The effects of the latter important event were 
scarcely less signal in France than in Germany. 
Not only did the French Huguenots (the appellation 
given to the French Reformed) reckon their numbers 
by millions, but many of the nobles espoused their 
principles and cause ; and once or twice the kingdom 
seemed to be, as it were, in a state of equilibrium, 
ready to change its dominant religion. In con- 
nexion with the progress of Protestant opinions in 
France, the name of Calvin will at once occur to 
every reader. This distinguished reformer was a 
native of Noyon, in Picardy, and in his youth was a 
student at the Sorbonne in Paris. He was origi- 
nally brought up for the law. His relinquishment 
of this profession for the Christian ministry, and his 
adhesion to the principles and party of the reformed, 
was determined by his careful study of the sacred 
Scriptures. To the defence and propagation of the 
articles of saving knowledge which he drew from 
this source, he devoted his whole powers, during 
the remainder of his life. Being persecuted by 
Francis i., he fled into Switzerland, and then to 
the city where he afterwards resided, and soon 
became a centre of evangelical light and influence. 

Another place, scarcely less serviceable afterwards 
to the Protestant cause, was Rochelle. This place 
was fortified, and, on account of its security, was 
chosen by the Protestants as the depository of their 
arcliives and records. In the vear 1572 — 15*73, it 
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opposed nearly the whole force of France for seven 
months ; during the siege one hundred and thirty- 
two captains perished, and a proportionate number 
of regiments. A subsequent siege of it by Riche- 
lieu, in 1624, was more successful; but even this 
employed all his resources and skill for a whole year. 
The church in this town was founded in the year 
1558. The Protestants at this time enjoyed com- 
parative liberty of worship. The nobility openly 
patronised the reformed clergy, and sanctioned their 
meetings without the walls of Paris, where they 
preached in the open air. On these occasions there 
were sometimes forty thousand persons assembled, 
divided into three companies ; the women in the 
middle, surrounded by men on foot, and the latter 
by men on horseback. During the sermon, the go- 
vernor of Paris placed soldiers to guard the avenues, 
and to prevent disturbance. A spirit of tolerance 
also began to prevail in other parts ; and in many 
places the Reformed and the Roman Catholics lived 
in such friendship together that they alternately 
worshipped under the same roof 

This calm unhappily proved a treacherous one. At 
the very season we have glanced at, the Protestants 
were secretly the objects of the court's most intense 
enmity ; and ten years afterwards they were made 
the victims of one of the most foul and bloody con- 
spiracies which history has to record. We allude 
to the too notorious massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew's day. By hypocritical professions of friend- 
ship, Charles ix., the then reigning monarch, had 
succeeded in enticing the principal Protestants of 
the kingdom to the capital, when all at once, with 
out the slightest intimation, they were made the 
subjects of wholesale murder , The details are too 
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horrible to be dwelt on. At two o'clock on a pre- 
concerted night, a great bell rung from the palace 
as a signal for the slaughter, and from that hour for 
eight days onward, innocent blood continued to flow 
both at Paris and throughout the kingdom. It was 
the expressed wish of Charles that not a Huguenot 
should be left to reproach him, and while the 
carnage was proceeding, he amused himself with 
shooting at fugitives from his palace windows. 
Not fewer than fifty thousand Protestants are sup- 
posed to have fallen in this horrible massacre. 

The sanguinary spirit of Popery is clearly dis- 
covered in the sentiments which the news of the event 
excited. At Rome, when the tidings were brought, 
the cannon roared, bonfires blazed, solemn mass 
was performed, at which the pope assisted, and the 
courier who communicated the intelligence was 
handsomely rewarded. At Madrid, the triumph, as 
it was considered, was celebrated with court festivals. 
Charles himself, on the following Tuesday, headed a 
procession of thanksgiving by the high court of his 
parliament, which procession was ordered to be 
annually repeated. 

There can be little doubt that the Bartholomew 
massacre was one of a number of measures, concerted 
between France and Spain, by which it was sought 
to effect the extirpation of Protestantism in Europe. 
If this was, however, the object of Charles, it did not 
succeed. Within twenty years after the massacre <& 
sovereign of Protestant descent, and Protestant pre- 
dilections, ascended the French throne. This was the 
famous Henry of Navarre, whose mother had not only 
been a zealous Protestant, but there is every reason to 
believe a devoted Christian, and who had himself, 
from his youth, been the fearless champion of the 
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reformed cause. When his heretical profession ap- 
peared likely to prove an insurmountable barrier to 
nis peacefnl enjoyment of his right of succession, 
the temptation of a crown proved too strong for his 
consistency; but to the end of his life, he con- 
tinued true to his attachment to the Protestant part 
of the population. During his reign, the Protestants 
were secure from all molestation in the exercise of 
their worship ; and through his influence the cele- 
brated edict of Nantes was passed, which guaranteed 
to them the continuance of this privilege. This was 
in 1599, and ten years afterwards Henry came to a 
violent death. His removal seemed to be a signal 
for the revival of persecuting proceedings. From 
that time the tide of court favour began to run 
decidedly against the Protestants, and one by one, 
their most valuable immunities were audaciously 
wrested from them. We have already alluded to 
the siege and capture of Rochelle. Before this reduc- 
tion it had been burdened with a series of harass- 
ing proscriptions. Everywhere popish commis- 
sioners were placed over all the affairs of the Protest- 
ants. Orders were issued to examine all their 
transactions for the past twenty years ; and on the 
testimonies of false witnesses many innocent persons 
were thrown into prisons and dungeons. Persons 
were forbidden to embrace the Protestant faith. 
Soldiers were quartered in Protestant houses, to con- 
tinue there till the inmates should change their reli- 
gion. Protestant churches were shut up on the most 
frivolous pretences ; and if the order was not obeyed, 
they were razed to the ground. Intermarriages with 
the papists were not allowed. Children of tender 
years were separated from their parents, and obliged 
to embrace the Roman Catholic religion. Even the 
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sick and dying were not allowed any but its priests 
to attend them. 

At last, after the lopping off of all these branches 
from the tree of liberty, the axe was finally laid to 
the root. Teased by the perpetual solicitations of the 
Jesuits, Louis xiv., in the year 1685, repealed 
the edict of Nantes, aud made Protestantism penal. 
By an express decree it was now rendered impera- 
tive on all French subjects to abjure the reformed 
religion, or to leave the kingdom. 

This most unrighteous enactment yielded only in 
cruel barbarity to the blow struck at the existence of 
Protestantism a century before. The execution of 
it was not less severe than the abstract nature of its 
provisions. A fortnight only was allowed for per- 
sons to make their decision. Though the decree 
expressly mentioned banishment, all kinds of hind- 
rances were thrown in the wav of those who at- 
tempted to remove. In many cases, debtors were 
encouraged to deny their obligations to Protestants^ 
while others who had made their way to the fron- 
tiers of the kingdom, were there stopped by dragoons. 
For no other offence than thus attempting to escape, 
multitudes were condemned to perpetual captivity 
in the galleys, while the rack, the dungeon, and the 
scaffold were alternately used as instruments of 
punishment to others. The enactment, however, 
proved as impolitic as it was intolerant. Notwith- 
standing all the precautions used, eight hundred 
thousand persons contrived to escape out of France, 
and these were the richest manufacturers, and 
the most ingenious and industrious people in the 
kingdom : for, as the Protestants could never reckon 
on acquiring the honours of the state, they had 
been obliged to look for the means of their support 
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and influence to commerce. It is computed that 
twenty millions of property were carried away by 
these fugitives, to receive whom all the Protestant 
states of Europe cordially opened their arms. 
The silk manufacture of Spitalfields, adjoining Lon- 
don, among others, owes its origin to this emigration. 

While the exiles who were thus expatriated for 
no crime were undoubtedly objects of pity, those of 
their brethren, who either from being intercepted in 
their attempts at flight, or from other causes, were 
compelled to remain behind, were far more so. It 
was no uncommon sight to see one hundred of 
these at a time, chained together, and marching to 
the galleys. Here their life might be described as 
almost a negation of all comfort. It was such as 
sometimes, by the power of sympathy, to win over 
others who were spectators of their miseries to their 
cause. Even the religious persecution which made 
them slaves did not cease on their becoming so. 
While on the galleys, they were strictly enjoined to 
hear mass, and bow before the host ; and if they re- 
fused compliance, they were liable to the punish- 
ment of the bastinado. 

Among the sufferers of this kind for conscience' 
sake, whose memory history has preserved, two of 
the most justly memorable were those, the details of 
whose sufferings and fortitude wiU be found in the 
following pages. Their names were Lewis de 
MaroUes and Isaac le Fevre. Of both it may be 
remarked, in general, that they moved in an honour- 
able rank of society, were of distinguished intellec- 
tual endowments, and admirable patterns of the 
private and social virtues by which a Christian pro- 
fession is adorned. Memoirs of each of them were 
published in French soon after their decease, and also 
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the means to send them safely out of the kingdom, 
he should not fear for himself. In pursuance of the 
wish thus expressed, he made an attempt in the 
beginning of December, 1685, to remove with his 
family from France, but was not, as has been hinted, 
successful. When near the borders of the king- 
dom, only two leagues on this side of the Rhine, he 
was stopped by an officer from Strasburgh, and im- 
mediately conveyed to that city, where he was thrust 
into one of the prisons. Here he shortly received a 
visit from the governor and other ftmctionaries, who 
came to examine him. He made no secret to them 
of the object of the journey which he was engaged 
in when arrested, but told them, as he says, the 
naked truth of things, without disguise or dis- 
simulation. 

It was whilst he was confined at Strasburgh, that 
he received the first of those visits from Romish 
ecclesiastics to which we have alluded, and in which 
he so discovered the solid foundations of his faith. 
In conducting the arguments on which he entered 
with them, he supported his own positions by reason, 
by the word of God, and by passages from the fathers. 
On one occasion their discourse turned on the 
authority of the church, in explaining the meaning 
of Scripture. M. Marolles said, that the Scripture 
was explained by itself, and by the maxims of good 
sense. The Jesuit asked him on this, if he was 
infallible. M. Marolles replied that he hoped he 
had not the presumption to believe himself such ; on 
which the Jesuit contended that he must necessarily 
doubt of all his decisions. To this M . Marolles replied, 
that though he might be \mder a mistake in some 
things, it did not thence follow that all his judg- 
ments were dubious ; and added, that the inference 
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of the Jesuit was good for nothing but to establish 
infidelity. They then discoursed about councils, and 
their pretended infallibility, and examined what was 
meant by the word church. M. Marolles affirmed, 
that the true church to which Jesus Christ commu- 
nicates his graces could not be composed of hypo- 
crites or of impious and profane persons. Heobserved, 
respecting the pretended schism with which Roman- 
ists charge and reproach Protestants, telling them 
that they should rather suffer anything than separate 
from the church, that so soon as we find ourselves 
compelled to a worship which we believe to be of- 
fensive to God, we can no longer hold communion 
with those who would oblige us to such worship. 
" Besides," added he, " it is you who have driven us 
out of your church by your excommunications, etc." 
He alleged the example of Elijah and of the seven 
thousand men who had not bowed their knees to Baal, 
and asked the Jesuit whether he believed that those 
seven thousand separated themselves from the true 
church; to this, however, the Jesuit returned no 
answer, but went shortly afterwards away. 

On the 17th of January, in the following year, 
M. de Marolles was removed to another prison in 
Chalons, but without any material amendment in 
his situation. During the first four weeks indeed of 
his continuance here, he had more liberty than could 
have been expected. Many ecclesiastics who believed 
themselves able to cope with him, and were eager to 
signalize themselves in disputation, often visited him, 
and interested themselves in his behalf; but when they 
found his constancy invincible by their reasonings, 
they locked him up in a dungeon, without suffering 
him to see any one for the space of fifteen days. 
After this, on the 9th of March, he was brought 

c 2 
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Up for judgment, and sentence was pronounced 
against him by torchlight. The following is an ex- 
tract from the copy of his sentence : — 

" On perusal of the process, extraordinarily made 
at the request of the attorney general, in the 
Presidial Court of Chalons, against Lewis MaroUes, 
of the pretended reformed religion, we adjudged that 
the said MaroUes is proved and convicted of having 
been apprehendeft in endeavouring to go out of the 
kingdom with his family, contrary to his majesty's 
edicts and declarations ; for reparation whereof we 
condemn the said MaroUes to serve the king as a 
slave on board the galleys, and that his personal 
goods and chattels be forfeited to the king. Done 
in the council chamber, the 9th of March, 1686." 

The day when the above sentence was pronounced 
against M. MaroUes was a Saturday, and on the 
Monday following they took him out of his dungeon 
to convey him in a wagon to Paris, attended by 
three archers from Chalons. When they were with- 
out the city, the youngest of M. MaroUes 's sons, the 
eldest having previously left Chalons, presented 
himself to the escort to accompany his father. To 
this they made no objection, suffering both to ride 
in the wagon together, and treating their prisoner 
altogether with as much civiUty as could be ex- 
pected from such officers. They had indeed a certain 
respect for him, which virtue will often produce even 
in the hearts of the barbarous. They told him, they 
did not fear that he would attempt to make his 
escape from their hands, and that th^ did not feel 
it necessary to guard him with that severity and 
fexactness which they generaUy used towards galley 
slaves. 
' M. MaroUes arrived at Paris, at the Concier- 
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gery,* on Thursday, the 14th of March, and went 
immediately with his son into the chamber where 
the prisoners brought from other parts of France 
were put, tiE such time as the parliament could in- 
form themselves of the nature of their condemnation. 
The night approaching, his son asked if he might 
return the next day to see his ftither. They said 
that he might : but coming there the next morning, 
was informed he must see him no more. 

M. de MaroUes continued in this new prison 
exactly two months. What was the sort of com- 
panionship to which he was left during that time, 
as well as the still further change which awaited 
him at the expiration of it, we shall learn from the 
following letter, which, on the 17th of May in that 
year, he addressed to his sister-in-law. 

" I have been two full months with seven 
miserable wretches, condemned either to the galleys, 
or to be hanged, or broken alive on a wheel, in a dun- 
geon so dark that I could not well discern their faces. 
They have all been troubled with rheums and fluxes, 
which God has preserved me from ; although I am 
old, and they all of them yoimg. On the 1 1th of this 
month I was taken out of the dungeon contrary to 
my expectation, (for I thought they would let me rot 
there,) and brought to the criminal court to be judged. 
The president of the house, who was at the head of 
my judges, ordered me to sit down on the prisoners* 
bench, and took my oath to speak the truth. I 
answered to all he desired to know of my affairs ; 
after which he made me an exhortation, and bade 
me think seriously with myself, that it was not so 
much they should judge me, as the declaration of 
the king, which had expressly mentioned my con- 

* A gaol belonging to the parliament. 

c3 
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demnation. I returned him thanks for the goodness 
which he had expressed towards me, and told him, 
that I was in no great trouble to deliberate, that my 
resolution was fixed long ago, and that I was ready 
to suffer any penalties the court might think proper 
to adjudge me ; that however severe they might be, 
they would be less uneasy to me than acting against 
the light of my conscience, and living like an hypo- 
crite. They ordered me to withdraw, and I was 
conveyed back to my dungeon. On the following 
Tuesday, however, the I4th of May, I was conducted 
again to the court, when the sentence of condemna- 
tion pronounced against me at Chalons was fiiUy 
confirmed, and the same day irons were put on my 
hands, and I was taken in a coach to La Toumelle.'^ 
The governor of Toumelle, knowing who I was, 
and being informed of the charge against me, caused 
me to be treated with as much gentleness as could 
be expected in that place. He contented himself 
with putting only a fetter on one foot. But the 
next morning he informed me that he had just re- 
ceived orders which very much afflicted him, which 
were that the king had commanded the chain to be 
put on my neck. I thanked him for the kindness 
which he expressed towards me, and told him that 
I was ready to pay a respectful obedience to the 
orders of his majesty. I then laid aside my hat, 
and, the chain being taken from my foot, they put 
on another about my neck, which cannot, I think, 

* In Henry the second's time. La Tournelle was a palace ;. 
but in 1686, the time when our martyr wrote, it was a pri- 
son, where they confined persons condemned to the galleys 
till the departure of what was called **• the chain ;'* that is, till 
the galley slaves, who were chained together, should be 
transported to the place of their destination. 
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weigh less than thirty pounds. Thus you see, my 
dear sister, the state and condition which the wise 
providence of God has seen fit, out of a thousand 
others which he might have appointed, to choose 
and allot for me. From his mercy, I expect the 
strength and constancy requisite to enable me to 
suffer all for his glory. Do not afflict yourself at 
my circumstances ; they are more happy than you 
conceive. Weep not for me; keep your tears for 
the many miserable wretches here who have not the 
means of contentment which I have. Grant me 
only the assistance of your prayers ; I assure you I 
do not forget you in mme." 

Thus delightful was the frame in which our mar- 
tyr entered on that course of trial in which he was 
afterwards to suffer so severely. In a similar spirit, 
writing a day or two after to a friend, and giving 
him a like account of the treatment he had ex- 
perienced, he concludes ; — 

*' Thus, sir, you have an abridgment of my mi- 
sery ; or, to speak more truly, of my glory, for I con- 
tinually give thanks to God, for the honour which 
he does me, in not thinking me unworthy to suffer 
for his name's sake. Let your prayers accompany 
mine to obtain from the mercy of God his succour 
and assistance as long as it shall please him to pro- 
tract my afflictions." 

Whilst M. Marolles continued in confinement at 
the Conciergery, various attempts were made by his 
persecutors to tamper with his conscience. Among 
other things, it was proposed to him that he should 
go for eight or ten months to the bishop of Meaux, 
(the celebrated Bossuet,) to get himself instructed, 
the liberty to do which, it was intimated to him, 
there would be no difficulty in obtaining. The 
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good sense of Marolles, however, enabled him to sec 
Sirough the speciousness of this proposal. Ths^nking 
the author of it for his kind intention, he replied, 
that it was not in the power of time, he felt assured, 
to change essentially his religious convictions, and 
that he was persuaded the bishop of Meaux could no 
more satisfy him on the points at issue between 
them, than the other clergy with whom he had con- 
ferred. • 

On his removal to La Tournelle, the effect of new 
arts of policy was tried on him. By flattering in- 
sinuations it was attempted to work on his ambition. 
We have an account of one of the interviews in 
which this new expedient was adopted, furnished by 
himself. 

"Monday, May the 27th,'' he states, ** between 
seven and eight o'clock in the evening, a distin- 
guished counsellor belonging to the criminal court 
of the parliament came to visit the prisoners. After 
taking a general view of us all, he had me brought 
by the head keeper into a chamber apart, where 
he conversed with me. He said to me, with every 
mark of ingenuity and candour, ' All our assembly, 
sir, are touched with grief at the misery to which they 
see you reduced ; and I come to solicit you to de- 
liver yourself out of it. We know that you have 
lived like a very honest man, and proceed from a 
very good family. Consider with and examine 
yourself, by the rules both of policy and conscience. 
Before seven or eight months are at an end, your 
religion will be no more mentioned in France. You 
know that hitherto it has subsisted and continued in 
the kingdom only on sufferance and toleration, out 
of a necessity of appeasing and putting an end to 
the troubles. It lies now wholly in your power to 
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advance yourself higher than you have ever yet been, 
and to procure peace to your family/ 

" I answered, that I was very much obliged to that 
illustrious assembly for their favourable opinion of 
me, and to himself in particular, for the proofs 
which he gave me of his good will ; but that nothing 
should ever be able to make me do any thing against 
my conscience, and that I had but Httle regard for 
all the advantages of this life ; that if it were true 
I was in an error, and it should please Grod to con- 
vince me of it, by imparting new lights and know- 
ledge, I would not fail to follow them. I added, 
moreover, that the edict of Nantes was designed to 
reward the good services which Henry iv. had re- 
ceived from the Protestants, not to appease any trou- 
bles which had existed, which were already allayed. 

" After this remark, the counsellor shortly went 
away, desiring me to think seriously on what he had 
said. His name was Renaud. The governor of 
the prison, as he carried me back, informed me that 
he had been sent expressly as a commissioner, to con- 
fer with me, by the court to which he belonged." 

During his detention at LaTournelle, M. Marolles 
wrote several letters to his wife, children, and friends. 
In all these is discoverable the same spirit of calm, 
triumphant constancy which breathes throughout 
the extracts we have already given. This excellent 
man had evidently made his choice deliberately 
with Moses, rather to suffer affliction with the people 
of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; 
and no hardships now, either present or in prospect, 
had power to shake his resolution. The following 
extract from a letter written about a month after the 
preceding to his beloved pastor, M. Jurieu, will 
exhibit to the reader the springs of his fortitude. 
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** The manner," says he, "in which God enables 
me to regard all my sufferings, persuades me that he 
will give me the grace to continue faithful to him, 
even unto death. I do not cast my eyes much on 
the condition in which I now am, which troubles 
and afflicts those who see it, much more than it^does 
myself. I fix them rather on the rewards which 
God has promised to all who fear his name. I am 
certain that the * light afflictions ' with which he is 
pleased to visit me, will work out for me, according 
to his promises, an exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. I put my trust in what St. James says, 
* Blessed is the man who endures temptation ; for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
wliich the Lord has promised to them that love hrm.' 
I rejoice in that our Saviour pronounces those blessed 
who suffer for righteousness* sake. I fix my confi- 
dence on the eternal Rock. 

" All my trust I put in him ; from him alone I 
expect help and succour. I persuade myself that 
nothing shall be able to move me, fixed on so solid 
a foundation." 

In a further part of the letter he describes to his 
pastor the nature of his situation. 

" With regard to the place in which I am now 
confined, if I should call it infamous, I could not, I 
think, be charged with using a wrong epithet. 
There is not an honest or virtuous word to be heard 
in it ; it resounds only with filthiness and execrable 
blasphemies. The prisoners make such noise and 
tumult all day, and for the greatest part of the night, 
that, when I first came here, I could scarce find one 
peaceful moment to lift up my heart to Grod. When 
I awoke about three or four o'clock in the morning, 
I made an effort to keep myself awake, that, while 
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the place was free from noise, I might pay my 
homage to God with some attention; but often! was 
80 overwhelmed with drowsiness, that I fell asleep 
before I had ended my prayer. The last ten or twelve 
days I have had more Uberty ; for when it has been 
fine weather, they have suffered the chain to go out 
and remain in the court all day, while six of us are 
kept locked up. One part of this time I spend in 
reading, meditation and prayer, and also accus- 
tom myself to sing some psalms, as I have done 
hitherto in all the places of my imprisonment, with- 
out ever being complained of for it. 

" A few words will suffice to complete the account 
of my state. We lie fifty-three of us in a place 
which is not above thirty feet in length, and nine in 
breadth. There is scarcely one among us who does 
not envy the condition, externally, of many dogs and 
horses. It is the desire of us all that the chain may 
quickly depart. They conceal the time of its de- 
parture from us ; but, as far as we can judge, it 
will be next Saturday. We were yesterday ninety- 
five condemned persons in number; but two of 
them died in the course of the day, and one to-day. 
We have still fifteen or sixteen sick, and there are 
but few who escape. I have had five fits of a 
tertian fever; but, I thank God, I am very well 
recovered, and in a disposition to take my journey 
to Marseilles. We shall take in some of our 
brethren at Burgogne, who are condemned to the 
chain for the same cause as I am, though I have 
the honour of having been first sentenced." 

Sonie time previously to the first breaking out of 
the persecution in 1685, M. MaroUes had com- 
posed a valuable " Essay on Providence," in which he 
had set himself with great amplitude of illustration 
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to show, " that it is with choice wad counsel that God 
assembles and assorts all the circumstances which 
meet in the condition of every man." This doctrine 
he did not now neglect to apply to the consola- 
tion of his own mind. 

"When I reflect," he remarks, in a letter to a 
valued ministerial friend, " on the merciful dealings 
of God towards me, I am ravished with admiration, 
and do evidently discover the secret steps of his pro- 
vidence, who has framed me from my youth, after 
a requisite manner, to bear what I now suffer. I 
have always had but little love for those things which 
worldlings esteem and admire; and have ever had 
more care to provide for my soul than for my body. 
Though I acknowledge to my shame, that I have 
not served God so faithfully as I ought to have done, 
or been so thankful to him as it became me to be ; 
yet have I always had a zeal for his glory and 
truth. These are the holy seeds which he has still 
the goodness to preserve in my heart, and which 
now, in this season of desolation, afford me a sweet 
pleasure which I am not able to express. It is this 
happy experience which I now enjoy, which assures 
me that God will finish the work which he has 
begun in me. With his faithful apostle, I believe 
I can profess my confidence that ' neither angels 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature shall be able to separate me 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.' 

" I can truly and sincerely say, sir, that the prisons 
and dark dungeons in which I have been now con- 
fined for above these six months, and the chain 
which I now carry about my neck, have been so 
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far from shaking the holy resolve which God has 
put into my heart, that they have rather confirmed 
it. I have sought the Lord in quite a different man- 
ner in my afflictions from what 1 ever did in my 
state of prosperity ; and I may a<ld, that more than 
ever has he suffered himself to be found by me. 
In the midst of the transitory evils which it has been 
his will that I should endure, he has made me to 
taste of solid good. The further evils with which 
I am threatened do not at all terrify me. Should 
they be violent, I am not in a condition to bear up 
long against them, and so a happy death will soon 
release me from my woes ; if they should be mode- 
rate, I shall have reason to bless the overruling hand 
which has made them so," 

Thus closely was our martyr treading in the foot- 
steps of the disciples of old who, by cherishing the 
hopes of future glory and continuing instant in 
prayer, were enabled even to "rejoice in tribulation.'* 
In the references to his complicated sufferings which 
we have just cited, we find him rising from the tone 
of acquiescence to that of gratitude ; not only accept- 
ing his trials, but welcoming them, expressing his 
assured belief that they were the arrangements of a 
wise and benevolent Providence. Accounts of his 
admirable constancy getting abroad, the opinions of 
many began to receive a favourable bias to the cause 
for which he was condemned. To counteract this 
influence his adversaries had recourse to an artifice, 
which scarcely reflects less disgrace on them than 
their more direct persecution of him. They indus- 
triously spread a report of his derangement. Such 
a rumour one day reached the ears of his wife in the 
city. She presently found means to communicate 
it to him. As soon as he received the informatiop 

D 
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he immediately prepared a problem which he 
proposed for the solution of the scientific in Paris. 
This problem was, " To find four numbers whose 
sum may be equal to a number given, and such that 
the difference of any two of them whatsoever may 
be a square number i" and those who are acquainted 
with the severity of the mental abstraction which the 
study of such questions requires, will need nothing 
further to enable them to appreciate the malignity 
of the imputation thus attempted to be raised against 
him. 

In anticipating his removal from Paris, M. 
MaroUes had very much dreaded the pain of sepa- 
ration from his wife ; as circumstances were ordered, 
however, this excitement was spared him, indispo- 
"sition preventing her from being present when he 
left. This was on the 20th of July. The first part 
of the journey he proceeded by water. In pass- 
ing from the prison to the boat, he was just able 
to embrace and speak to his children, who had 
anxiously watched the opportunity for the interview. 
There were also many, not personally related to him, 
present, who took the occasion to testify their com- 
miseration and respect for him. Among others, an 
ancient Roman Catholic merchant, breaking through 
the throng, came and saluted and encouraged him, 
offering him his purse. It is interesting to know, 
that this worthy man some time after followed up 
this tribute of respect to persecuted worth, by 
retiring to London, and making profession of the 
truth. 

On his arrival at Marseilles, M. MaroUes wrote 
an account of his change of situation to one or two 
friends. From these letters it appears that he suffered 
much on his passage thither, both by water and land. 
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What he did suffer was no douht much aggravated 
by the feeble state of health in which the journey 
found him. Such was the extreme weakness to 
which he was reduced at the end of it, that it was 
found necessary to place him at once in the galley 
slaves^ hospital. Notwithstanding this, his temper 
of mind was uniformly cheerful ; and his solicitude 
much more employed for the success of a plan, then 
under arrangement, for the removal of his family 
out of the kingdom, than for the amelioration of his 
own circumstances. It is to this plan that he alludes 
in the following extract from one of the letters before 
referred to. 

" I now begin to eat and to recover my strength by 
degrees, and, with God's assistance, there is hope of 
my perfect recovery within a short time. I know 
not if it has pleased God to hear the ardent prayers 
which I have put up to him for the success of the 
voyage of Versailles, and I wait with extreme im- 
patience to hear about it." 

*' With regard to my condition I assure you," he 
writes shortly afterwards, '* I have not so much 
reason to complain as you imagine, and that the time 
slips away quietly. The week is no sooner begun 
than I find myself at the end of it. When I am up, 
after having presented my petitions to God, I read 
six, seven, or eight chapters of Holy Scripture, and 
make such reflections thereon as I am able. I draw 
from this Divine source all the consolations I stand 
in need of in my present situation. God himself 
does most plentifully furnish me with them, and 
with his most precious balm of Gilead gently anoint 
and supple all the wounds which my sufferings make 
in my heart. After my morning and evening acts 

d2 
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of piety and devotion, I divert myself either with 
algebra or geometry." 

M. de Marolles was upwards of three weeks in 
the galley hospital. During this time there were 
preparations made for shipping a number of the 
prisoners as slaves to the plantations in America. 
There appeared considerable probability that he 
would be included in this embarkment. The prospect 
of this could not but be a serious addition both to 
his own and his family's affliction. " So long," it 
was justly remarked by one of his contemporaries, 
"as we are in the kingdom, we flatter ourselves 
that we receive comfort and succour from our 
friends and relations. '1 he church, whose eyes are 
upon us, the edification of our brethren, and all 
things around, conduce to animate and encourage 
to the conflict. But to see oneself deprived of ail 
those powerful motives at once, to go into a new 
world, there to be, as it were, buried, separated from 
the rest of mankind, and abandoned to the discretion 
of a man who has gone to the end of the earth in 
quest of riches, and who will therefore, without any 
regard to humanity, treat his slaves in proportion to 
their labour and the profit which he reaps thereby ; 
surely this must be a bondage worse than that of 
ancient Kgypt to the children of Israel." M. de 
Marolles, nevertheless, received the intelligence with- 
out any signs of discomposure. 

" It is no matter to me," he said, " whether I die 
by land or by sea, in Europe or America. I am 
persuaded that all kinds of death of God's children 
are precious in his eyes. I do likewise believe, that 
my death would be more edifying, and more glo- 
rious, should it happen during my bonds. I have 
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fully resigned myself to the will of God. I am 
persuaded that all states and conditions in which it 
shall please him to place me, are those states in 
which he judges I shall glorify him best." 

" Whatever may happen," he writes at another 
time, on the same topic, to his son, " you must not be 
afflicted ; rest assured that it was decreed in heaven 
before it was appointed on earth, and that it is for 
our good God is pleased thus to order." 

This project, as far as our martyr was concerned, 
was afterwards abandoned. Probably, his evident 
debility was the inducement to except him from the 
number of those transported. He therefore continued 
as a prisoner on board the galley : his manner of life 
and circumstances at this time we may partly judge 
from the following letter, which, on the 23d of Sep- 
tember in that year, he addressed to his wife. In 
reading it, it is necessary to bear in mind, that in 
corresponding with her, out of tenderness to her 
feelings, it was his constant practice rather to 
extenuate than to exaggerate the privations which 
he was enduring. 

** I live at present altogether alone. They 
bring me food from abroad, bread and meat, at the 
rate of nine sous a day. I am also ftimished with 
wine in the galley for nothing, and with some of the 
king's bread. He that supplies me with wine, eats 
with me, and is a very worthy man. I am indeed 
treated with civility by all on board the galley ; 
the officers visit me. To-day I am getting a quilt 
made ; I intend also to buy sheets, for I have had 
enough of lying on the hard boards, since last 
Tuesday. If you were to see me in my fine galley 
slave habit, you would be ravished with admiration. 
T have a fine little red jacket, made just after th' 
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fashion of the carriers frocks at Ardennes. It is 
put on like a shirt, for it opens but halfway before. 
I have likewise a fine red cap, two pair of trowsers, 
two shirts, with threads as thick as my finger, and 
stockings. My clothes of liberty are not lost ; if it 
should ever please the king to show me favour, I 
would resume them. We have the worthiest patron 
of all the galleys. He treats me with all manner of 
civility and respect. He will put me into what place 
of the galley I please ; and has promised me that 
when it is cold, I shall lie in his cabin. Let aU 
these succours which God afibrds me, comfort and 
rejoice your mind ; I am already used to the place 
where I am, and like it better than the hospital. 
We here enjoy a good air, and are not annoyed by 
unwholesome odours." 

The liberty of carrying on a correspondence, such 
as that of which we have presented specimens, with 
those he loved, was felt by our martyr to be a great 
alleviation of his misery. It was not long, however, 
before this liberty was seriously abridged. In a 
letter of the 24th October, he mentions that he was 
no longer suffered to receive letters, nor indeed to 
write any, except such as were inspected. Under 
these circumstances, he restricted himself for some 
time to communications with his wife, (whose safe 
escape out of the kingdom, he was in the meantime 
much relieved by hearing of,) and even to write and 
forward these he found himself obliged to recur to 
manifold little contrivances. Respecting the new 
restrictions, he writes in the month of November : 

" Whatever hazard I run to write to you, I will 

not forbear to do so as often as God shall give me 

an opportunity ; it is the only happiness which is left 

1 in our sorrowful separation, to be thus able to 



PAPAL PERSECUTION IN FRANCE. 31 

confer with and comfort one another. If the letters 
which I shall write to you should be intercepted, 
and should be by my adversaries imputed to me as 
a crime, it will be a crime which I shall always 
delight to confess, when questioned about it. This, 
my dear, is my judgment and resolution on that 
point. Yet let both of us do all things with Christian 
prudence, so that we may give no handle to those 
who only wait for an opportunity to find fault ; and 
as to the rest, let us rely on the providence of God, 
the singular favours and mercies of which we daily 
experience. Let us offer up our souls and bodies 
to him, as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, 
which is our reasonable service. This is what I 
daily study to do. I likewise reflect with extreme joy 
and satisfaction on the sacrifice which thou hast 
offered up to God, of those good things which he had 
given to me and thee. Thou mightest have enjoyed 
them, if thy heart had been inclined that way ; but 
thou hast made thee a treasure of them in heaven, 
where rust and thieves spoil not. Thou hast esteemed 
the precious liberty of serving God of much greater 
worth than the riches of this world. Thou hast, 
like Mary, chosen the good part, which shall not be 
taken from thee. I assure thee, my dear, thou 
couldest not have made a choice more to my mind. 
I praise God with all the powers and faculties of 
my soul, who has given me a wife truly Christian, 
who will, in my absence, do her endeavour to teach 
our children to be Christians also." 

During the month of December, M. de Marolles 
had several conferences with clergymen at the house of 
thebishop of Marseilles. These conferences were rather 
to be dreaded by the prisoners than otherwise, as they 
often made their condition worse than it had be" 
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previously, the mortification which their adversaries 
experienced from not producing conviction by their 
arguments often venting itself in this way. Such 
had been the ejffect of an interview with the bishop 
of Marseilles, which, as M. Marolles knew, one of 
his fellow sufferers had just had. Notwithstanding 
this, he prepared himself with calmness for a simi- 
lar probation, and from the civility with which he 
was treated by the bishop, was inclined to believe 
at first that no fresh hardship would be inflicted on 
him. His calculations were, however, fallacious. 
Within two months of the time of his conference, he 
was taken out of the galleys, and shut up in a kind 
of dungeon, made on purpose for him in the citadel 
of Marseilles ; and there can be little doubt that the 
orders for his removal were occasioned by the report 
of the ecclesiastics with whom he had disputed. 

In this last and most dreary of his scenes of suf- 
fering did M. Marolles continue for a space of up- 
wards of six years. Besides the former privations 
which he had been subjected to, he had here to bear 
up against the new trials of darkness and solitude. 

We may form some idea of the rigour with which 
he was guarded from the fact, that not till he had 
been seven months in the dungeon could he find an 
opportunity to address a letter to his wife. The 
following is that letter, containing a brief description 
of his situation. It is written under the name of a 
third person, but is, no doubt of his own drawing up. 
It is dated October 25th, 1681. 

" You desire," he says, " madam, to hear firom your 
husband. This is what we learn from the report of 
the city. The 12th of February last he was taken 
out of the galley, and put into the citadel. He is 
thrust into a little room, which served for a soldier's 



PAPAL PERSECUTION IN FRANCE. 33 

lodge ; but they have made such alteratioDS in it, 
that it has now scarcely any light except what comes 
in by the chimney. The king allows him five sols 
a-day for his subsistence, and on this he lives. He 
is committed to the custody of a major, who, the 
better to secure him, places a sentinel night and day 
at the gate of his chamber, and another at the top of 
his chimney. They say that he is not grieved at it, 
but very patiently suffers his affliction. Be not 
afflicted at his condition ; he is endued with con- 
stancy enough to put him above all. We are all 
more apt to complain than he, and have great rea- 
son to say with David, ' O Lord, how long !' 
Farewell, madam, I recommend both yourself and 
family to the grace and mercy of the Lord. Be 
pleased to pardon me, if I do not tell you my name : 
I am no less your servant." 

After this brief communication, we find no traces 
of any letter written by him for three years, but 
the following, which was peniied by him towards 
the close of the year 1691, and which was likewise 
addressed to his wife : it will, in some degree, fill up 
the chasm in the history, as it enters very fully 
into particulars both of his past and present circum- 
stances. 

" It is not above two hours ago," he says, " my dear 
heart, that I received a letter which gives me more 
sorrow than joy. I received it in the midst of my 
offering up my evening sacrifice to God on the sab- 
bath. Thou belie vest that I hide the condition 
and place in which I am from thee : but I have 
much more reason to believe that thou dost conceal 
thine from me ; and I know my judgment is but 
too true by what you have confessed. That which 
grieves me is, that you make me an occasion of your 
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indisposition. If I have put a sword to your heait, 
then I do very innocently stab myself. My spirit, 
my heart, is too deeply engaged to thee not to be 
sensibly affected with the evil which thou sufferest. 
Be not disturbed at this new cross which God lays 
on me by thy means. Do not fear that it will pre- 
judice my health. I will bear it like a Christian ; 
and always with the submission which I owe to the 
orders of my God and Father, who is full of tender- 
ness and compassion towards me. Imitate me in 
that, my dear, and not in the many failings you have 
known in me. Love me always tenderly as thou 
hast done, but let this love, which I desire, be 
always regulated by divine love : that which I have 
for thee is never separated from it. Although I have 
great reason to bless God for thee, and daily pour 
out my soul in praises to him for the singular favour 
he has done me in joining me to a Christian wife, 
yet I always have feared you do not receive with 
submission enough the aMiction by which it has 
pleased God to prove us. Let us imitate Eli, and 
say with him, ' It is the Lord; let him do what 
seemeth him good.' What reason have you to 
fear lest evil should befal me? Dost thou ques- 
tion the omnipotence of God ? Oughtest thou to 
imagine, that God will desert me at last after several 
years miraculous preservation of me, even though I 
should lose my life to preserve that fidelity which 
I owe to my Saviour ? Do not think that is the way 
to lose life ; on the contrary, it is the true way to save 
it ; for Jesus himself says, ' Whosoever will save 
his life, shall lose it.' 

" I must now a little satisfy thy curiosity with regard 
to my lodging and fare. The place in which I am, 
served formerly for a lodge for soldiers ; but since 
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that they have converted it into a dungeon. It is 
ten of my feet in length, and twelve in breadth. 
There does not at present come so much light into 
it as to hinder me by day from running myself 
against the walls. After I had been here three 
weeks, I was assaulted with so many inconveniences, 
that it seemed improbable I could live in such a situ- 
ation, three or four months ; yet it will be five years 
the 1 1 th of next February, that God has preserved me 
in this place. The first year I was afflicted with 
a painfid flux, which so enfeebled me, that I could 
not imdress myself, but spent the night sometimes 
on my bed, sometimes walking backward and forward 
in my usual darkness. From this I was at length 
relieved by discontinuing the use of wine ; and thus 
finding water to agree with me, I have ever since 
accustomed myself to drink it only. 

"In respect of my bed, I am better off here than in 
the galley, having one of straw, with a hospital quilt 
over it, but 'I have suffered much from cold, want of * 
clothing, and hunger. This is the fourth winter I have 
spent here almost without fire. The first winter I 
had none at all. The second they began to give me 
some on the 28th of January, but took it away before 
the end of February. The third winter, they gave 
me some about fourteen or fifteen days. This win- 
ter I have not seen any, and do not intend to ask for 
it. The major who has the custody of me might 
give me some if he would, for he has money of mine ; 
but he will not let me have a fraction of it. He 
has also treated me very ill in regard to food. Seve- 
ral times he has sent me mv dinner as late as nine, 
ten, or eleven o'clock at night. Once I did not 
receive bread from him for the space of three days, 
and at other times twice in twenty- four hours. I "* 
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not SO many miseries aflSict thee, my dear ; consider, 
as I have done, that this diet has been appointed for 
me by the sovereign Physician of body and soul, to 
whom I have resigned myself; and I believe he 
would not have appointed it, had he not judged it 
necessary. I mentioned my want of clothing. 
For a year I was without any worthy the name ; my 
clothes were become more torn and ragged than 
those of the poorest beggars who stand at church 
doors. Thus I continued till the 15th of Decem- 
ber last, when, through the care of a charitable 
and pious person, into whose heart G(>d put , it to 
visit me, I was furnished with a whole galley slave 
suit, and orders were at the same time forwarded to 
the major to buy me a pair of shoes, etc. out of my own 
money. By the friendship of this good person I 
am now better clothed than I have been before 
in all my captivity. I must not omit likewise to 
mention another notable advantage which he pro- 
• cured me, and that is, an order from the king's 
lieutenant for a lamp full of oil daily, which affords 
me light for six, seven, and sometimes eight hours. 
This gives me an opportunity to read the Holy 
Scriptures more than I did before. 

" It is but right to add, that for five or six months 
I was troubled with an oppression of the lungs, 
which almost took away my breath. I have also 
been occasionally troubled with giddiness, through 
which I once fell down so as to break my head. 
This I impute to the scantiness and badness of the 
diet ; but latterly, I am thankful to say, my cir- 
cumstances in this respect have been improved. I 
am now, by the goodness of God, in more perfect 
health than I have been tor forty years. Let not then 
any suspicions more trouble your rest and satisfaction 
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or mine. Think no more but how to praise God 
for the support he affords me, and labour after thy 
health, which shall always be my concern." 

The picture presented in this letter is, it must be 
acknowledged, sufficiently gloomy ; but to complete 
it, it is necessary to subjoin an extract from another 
letter, written about three months afterwards, and 
which will exhibit our martyr to us combating with a 
species of affliction different from any of those 
already detailed. 

When I was taken out of the galley," says he, 

and brought hither, I found at first a great deal of 
pleasure in the change. My ears were no longer 
offended with the horrid and blasphemous sounds 
•with which those places continually echoed. I had 
the liberty to sing, at every turn, the praises of my 
God. I could prostrate myself before him as often 
as I pleased ; moreover, I was discharged from that 
uneasy chain, which was much more troublesome to 
me than the one of thirty pounds weight which you 
saw me carry. But notwithstanding all these trou- 
bles, the Lord, who resolved to make me experience 
his succour and assistance in a rare and extraor- 
dinary manner, suffered me to fall into a terrible 
trial. The solitude and perpetual darkness in which 
I then spent my days, presented my soul with 
such frightful and terrifying ideas, as made a very 
unhappy impression on my mind. I became pos- 
sessed with a million of vain and false imaginations, 
and often transported with idle deliriums, which 
would sometimes last for the space of two whole 
hours. My prayers were no remedy against this 
evil; God was pleased it should continue some 
months. I was plunged into a profound abyss of 
affliction. Considering my condition, and the littlr 
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bodily rest which I had, I concluded I was in the 
high road to distraction, and that escape from this 
state was impossible. Incessantly did I implore 
hereupon the succours of my God; I begged of 
him that he would never suffer my enemies to tri- 
umph over me in so grievous a manner. At length, 
after much prayer, with many sighs and tears, the 
God of my salvation heard my petition ; and after so 
many tempests, sent me a perfect calm and serenity, 
dissipating all the illusions which gave me so much 
trouble. 

" Since, then, the Lord has delivered me out of so 
sore a trial, never have any doubt, my dearest wife, 
that he will deliver me out of all other trials. Hope 
always in the goodness of God, and your hopes 
shall not be in vain. Even with regard to the trial 
just described, I ought not, in my opinion, to forget 
a considerable circumstance tending to the Divine 
glory. The nature and duration of this trial was, in 
my judgment, a proper opportunity for the old serpent 
to endeavour to cast me into rebellion and infidelity. 
In so firm a chain, however, did God hold him, he 
never once offered to infest me with his pernicious 
counsels ; nor did I ever feel the least inclination to 
revolt. God has since always filled my heart with 
joy. I possess my soul in patience. He makes 
the days of my heaviness speedily pass away. I 
have no sooner begun them than I find myself at 
the end of them ; with the very bread and water of 
affliction by which my heavenly Father tries me, he 
at the same time affords me the most delicious 
repasts." 

The letter, of which an extract is thus presented, 
was the last letter of our martyr which evei; came 
into his friends' hands. To cut off the possibility 
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of his enjoying the small satisfaction of even occa- 
sional communication with them, there is reason to 
believe that his enemies latterly doubled the rigour 
with which they watched him, and, in addition to 
this, we are informed by a faithful confessor who 
continued on board the galley, and who ran all 
hazards to do him what services he could, that the 
extreme weakness of his body and eyes hindered him 
for a month before his death, w^hich took place June 
the 1 7 th, 1692, both from reading and writing. For 
the few remaining particulars which have been pre- 
served of his last days, we are indebted to this con- 
fessor, who communicated the intelligence of his 
decease to his wife, in a letter written the 20th of 
June following. 

Among other things in this letter, he says, " This 
dear martyr of the Lord resigned his spirit into the 
hands of his Father on the 17th day of the present 
month ; and was the next day laid in his grave by 
six Turks ; as is the custom here to bury those who 
die faithful to their Saviour. I cannot give you an 
exact account of his last hours, nor of his last words ; 
but I will tell you briefly what has been known. 
You have already been informed that in the dungeon 
to which he was removed, he was fed very ill, and 
often laboured under hunger, not having enough, even 
of bread and water, which were his common diet. 

"This scantiness of sustenance made him very 
weak, and produced great vertigos, so that he fell 
down about two months since, with very weakness, 
and dashed his head against the wall, in which he 
made several wounds. From that moment he has 
been continually languishing, and his life has been 
nothing else but a kind of living death. Those who had 
the management of him were insensible to all his 
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pains ; excepting that, tor the last six weeks, they gave 
him a little better, and a little greater quantity of food. 
His body, however, was now so weakened, and his 
nature brought so low, that he could not recover his 
strength. About a month since, he almost lost his 
sight, and though I sent him your last letters, he 
could neither read them, nor return any answer, but 
was obliged to be contented with hearing of you by 
word of mouth from me. He caused me to be told 
that he recommended himself to the prayers of his 
friends, and thought of nothing else but his depar- 
ture. God has, at length, disposed of him, and he 
shall return to us no more. He has gone through 
the most cruel torments which inhumanity, in its 
utmost extent, could inflict, yet God has never suf- 
fered his persecutors to triumph over his innocence. 
From the time that he was observed to grow weak 
and decay, he was often visited by doctors of the 
contrary communion; but he was in no degree 
moved bv their discourses. He heard without im- 
patience that which he rejected, and did not return 
railing for railing. He blessed his enemies to the 
last. His glory will never be bloated out either in 
heaven or on earth." 

Such is the reflection with which the kind and 
faithful fellow sufferer of the subject of this memoir 
closes his communication, and certainly, without ex- 
aggeration, we may say, that seldom have the annals 
of the church produced a more shining example of 
Christian heroism, or one more worthy of being em- 
balmed in the recollections of posterity. As we 
pass from one point to another of the life, the excla- 
mation involuntarily arises, " Here is the patience 
and faith of the saints!" Never, certainly, did 
affliction yield more lovely or more " peaceable fruits 
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of righteousness." Applying the language of another 
apostle, we may truly affirm that the " trial of our 
martyr's faith was much more precious than that of 
gold which perishes," and that on every fresh expe- 
riment made of it, it was found more '' to praise and 
honour and glory." Doubtless he is now reaping its 
rich reward; and notwithstanding the great and pro- 
tracted fight of afflictions which he was called to 
sustain, the sentiment we feel assured, of every 
reader will be, on rising from the perusal of the 
history, *' Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his." 

We purposely forbear, however, more extended 
comment till the brief memorials which remain of 
the other Protestant sufferer, whom we promised an 
account of, have been brought forward. 

Of this distinguished confessor we have mentioned 
that the name was Isaac le Fevre. He was bom at 
Chatel Chinon, in the province of Nivemois, in the 
year 1648. His family was one of the most consi- 
derable in the country, and had also long been 
known for their enlightened and consistent piety. 
The following pleasing picture of the excellence of 
his parents we have from his own pen, 

" My predecessors," says he, writing to his pastor, 
*^ my father and mother were among the number 
of those that feared Grod. Having walked before 
him throughout their lives in Christian simplicity, 
they both died in a good old age, in the communion 
of the true church. The Almighty took betimes to 
himself her whom he had made the instrument of 
bringing me into the world ; but her piety, I am 
able to testify, was exemplary, her life edifying, and 
very remote from the vain amusements of the age. 

E 3 
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The probity, the zeal, the patience, of my deceased 
father, you yourself know. I cannot mention him 
without tenderness. You visited him on his bed of 
deaths rather, I may say, of life, and I remember 
that on coming away you gave him this testimony, 
' I came to edify and comfort a sick man, but he 
comforts and edifies me.' Such you saw him then, 
and such he was in the whole course of his sickness, 
which was very long and severe — always resigned, 
patient, and ready to give up his soul into the hands 
of his Creator. As long as I hve, I shall bless the 
Lord God of all flesh, the Father of spirits, for the 
sincere internal piety, with which he inspired him 
through life, as well as for the meek serenity of 
his last hours. May the blessed Jesus infuse 
similar peace into my mind, in my dying moments, 
and sav himself to me, I am thy Saviour. I cannot 
live, much less die, without my God ; I will be 
faithful to him to the end." 

In this extract, we are sure it will be the feeling 
of every reader, M. le Fevre has introduced to us, 
not only his revered parents, but himself. While 
the testimony which he bears, is most honourable to 
the parties who are the objects of it, his manner of 
bearing it gives us an insight into his own soul, and 
may serve to prepare us for the numerous instances 
of unaffected piety which will follow. 

By profession, M. le Fevre was an advocate, or 
counsellor at law. He had received a polite educa- 
tion. In 1663, he was sent to Geneva, where he 
went through a course of philosophy, and shortly 
afterwards proceeded to study the law at Orleans, 
where he took degrees. Subsequently he went to 
Paris, where he was soon admitted as one of the 
a<ivocates of the court of parliament. Here he 
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resided for some time, but eventually settled m his 
native province, where he became the manager of 
the aflfairs of the Marchioness of St. Andrews Mom- 
brun, a lady of Protestant principles, like himself. 
In this situation he appears to have continued, till 
the time of the revocation of the edict of Nantes, 
discharging the duties of his trust with great fidelity, 
and to the complete satisfaction of the marchioness. 
Just at the particular crisis when the edict was re- 
pealed, he happened to be in Paris, where he was 
much concerned to witness the general consternation 
which it occasioned among those of his own faith 
and profession. The comparative freedom from 
persecution which the Protestants had now long 
enjoyed, appears to have produced much mere no- 
minal religion among them, so that now, there were 
fallings away on all sides ; even many of those es- 
teemed most pious, fell under the power of the 
temptation. " The sight of these apostasies," says 
M. le Fevre, " caused me great sorrow and continual 
affliction at my heart. If the cedars fall, I could 
not but bethink myself, what will become of the 
bulrush." 

Among other defections which then occurred to 
distress him, it must have been a source of poignant 
anguish to his mind, to observe the noble lady in 
whose welfare he felt so deeply interested giving 
way, which ultimately she did. After some inef- 
fectual attempts to obtain from the authorities a 
modification of the concessions expected from her, 
she was at length prevailed on to sign her reunion to 
the Roman CathoUc church. The same promises and 
threats which had been lavishly employed to bring 
her to this resolution, were not spared with M. le 
Fevre. The marchioness herself even remonstrated 
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with him, on the danger of refusing compliance. 
He answered, however, calmly, that Siough he had 
no inclination for martyrdom, he could not, as he 
hoped to be finally saved, follow her example, but 
would trust in God to give him strength equal to 
the exigency. He appears to have discovered much 
zeal at this season to confirm his brethren around 
him in their profession, making various journeys 
in the provinces of Nivernois and Berry for this 
purpose. 

It was the affectionate practical regard, which he 
thus evinced for the stability of others, which was 
the occasion of the failure of the measures he after- 
wards thought it right to take for his own safety. 
When, on the 4th of February, 1686, he endea- 
voured to escape out of the kingdom to Switzerland, 
he was seized in the county of Burgundy, near the 
town of Pontarli, and sent to Besauqon. Here he 
was immediately stripped of all he had with him, 
and put into confinement. Three weeks afterwards 
he was brought before the council of the place for 
trial, when, no offer of abjuration on his part being 
made, he received sentence, and was remanded to a 
dungeon, where he had to wear fetters on his feet 
night and day. In this severe imprisonment he 
continued for upwards of two months. What was 
the spirit with which he bore up under the hardships 
it occasioned him, will best appear from his own 
expressions, as extracted from letters written by him 
during the period. 

I am here," he says, writing to one friend, 

in the number of the profligate, and treated as a 
wicked man, but God will haVe mercy on me ; he 
has never forsaken me. I am in a place where the 
air is infected, and where I feed on such diet as 
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would formerly have poisoned me ; but I find sweet- 
ness and consolation in my sufferings beyond my 
hopes." 

"There can be nothing more outrageous," he re- 
marks, in another letter written subsequently, " than 
the treatment I here receive from my persecutors. 
The more they see me languish, the more do they en- 
deavour to aggravate my confinement. For some 
weeks past they have suffered nobody to come near me. 
If there was any place more infectious than another, 
I have been placed in it : in the mean time, how- 
ever, truth has hitherto maintained the upper hand 
in my soul ; God who knows the purity of its inten- 
tions, supporting it with his grace. He fights 
against me, but fights also/or me ; my weapons are 
tears and prayers. My faith is weak, and I am a 
great sinner, but that God who is the, refuge of the 
afflicted, and the only asylum of the miserable, who 
does not quench the smoking flax, nor break the 
bruised reed, will have pity on me and my great 
weaknesses ; he will not suffer me to be confounded, 
because I hope in him ; with the temptation, he will 
also give the means to escape. I will not leave him 
till he has blessed me." 

The release of our martyr from this prison, which 
took place on the 30th of May, was only to 
transfer him to another at Dijon, where, however, 
as he thankfully acknowledges, he was treated with 
much humanity. Whilst he was there the chain to 
which he was to be fastened passed to Paris, under 
the conduct of the Sieur de St. Previl. M. Le 
Fevre was not ignorant that such was his destination. 
The feelings which he expresses in prospect of the 
change still show the hero and the Christian. 

" We do not fear," said he, "all the preparation 
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which they threaten us with, and which we cannot 
avoid without a miracle; we wait for them; the 
sight of them will be nothing frightful to us. That 
which troubles me most is the blusphemies and the 
impatience of the wicked wretches with whom we 
shall be coupled." 

M. le Fevre continued about two months in the 
prison at Dijon, suffering not a little, during a con- 
siderable part of that time, from physical debility. 
At length, in the commencement of August, he was 
removed to Chalons, on the river Saone, to join the 
chain, which had now left Paris for Marseilles, and 
to which, as we have seen, M. de MaroUes was 
attached. We may easily conceive the refreshment 
which these faithful witnesses to the truth derived 
from each other's society. For the patient fortitude 
and other Christian virtues of M. de Marolles, M. le 
Fevre had a high admiration, and in the spirit which 
he himself discovered under persecution, he was no 
unworthy associate of him. The following letter to 
his pastor, written after he had entered on his life at 
the galleys, and which only from different passages 
of his correspondence carried on at that time, we 
are here able to introduce, will show that he too 
could rejoice in the reproach of Christ as an honour. 
It will be seen that the letter was written in reply to 
one, full of friendly encouragement, which he had 
received from his pastor. 

" When you are absent," says he, '* from your 
flock, your heart watches, and your cares and officious 
ardour extend to the least of your lambs. Blessed 
be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
God of all mercy, who inspired you with the com- 
fort and exhortations which you sent to me. I have 
since gone through divers trials grievous to the flesh. 
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and found that the more I am afflicted, the more 
salutary are your counsels to me. I do not question 
but that your prayers have drawn on me the graces 
which 1 stood in need of to profit by my trials. 
Amidst the miseries of my condition, my soul 
raising itself above visible things, seeks its God, 
its Sovereign, its only hope. The comforts which 
our Lord Jesus Christ gives increase propor- 
tionably to the number of the evils I endure for 
his sake. He encourages me in all my fears, and 
says to my soul, ' I am thy salvation.* 

" What shall I say to you, my dear pastor. The 
turtle is pleased with its moans. That holy and 
Divine Spirit, who is nothing but love, is himself my 
comforter. Who else could give me what I never 
could * have expected, and make me despise the 
things 1 feared most ? The faithfulness of my God 
is great : he is near those that wait on him, to sup- 
port, maintain, and defend them in the possession of 
their salvation. Amongst the terrors of the galleys, 
he makes me taste inefiable delights. I can truly 
say, * When I am weak, then am I strong.' I am 
weakness itself; I have fightings without, and fears 
within ; my heart is often troubled, and my soul 
trembles and finds itself fainting ; but God comforts 
me, and exerts his power in my great infirmities. 

'' I have said enough, my dear pastor, to make you 
rejoice, and to induce you to be more constant in 
your prayers and supplications. I conjure you by 
the atfection you have for me, to pray for me with- 
out ceasing ; and not only for me, but also for my dear 
fellow sutierers. Here are many witnesses for the 
truth whose state is similar to mine. They are 
confessors who have preserved their faith and hope 
inviolably, and who are resolved to suffer all, yea. 
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death itself, if it please the Lord, for the testimony of 
Jesus. We endeavour unitedly to attain the mark 
of our high calling. The race is indeed difficult, 
the way is rough ; but we cast our eyes to the Author 
and Finisher of our faith ; we place all our confidence 
in Him who raises the dead, and calls the things 
whicli are not as though they were. Oflfer to our 
God, in the land of benediction where he has placed 
you, pleasing sacrifices of humility and contrition to 
disarm his anger ; and for my part, I will beseech 
him, from my inmost heart, that he would fill you 
with all kinds of joy, and especially give you to see 
all your sheep again enter into the sacred fold. Oh, 
if that is the object of my wishes, it is also often 
the subject of my tears and my sighs." 

It was not quite a whole year that M. le ^Fevre 
continued on board the galleys. Like his excellent 
companion in suffering, M. de MaroUes, he was, in 
the month of April, 1681, removed to a dungeon in 
the outermost part of Marseilles. His removal in- 
deed preceded that of his friend. They were not 
confined together. The name of the prison into 
which M. de MaroUes was put, was Fort St. Ni- 
cholas : the name of M. le Fevre's, Fort St. John. 
The following description which he himself gives 
of it, will show that the one was in no respect a 
more eligible tenement than the other. 

*' My dungeon," says he, " is a vault of an irregular 
figure, which was formerly a stable, but being too 
moist, was found unhealthful for horses. There is 
still a rack and a manger in it, and no light can 
come in but by the door ; the upper part of which 
is broken, and grated within and without. Over 
against the opening are bars fastened to an iron 
bar, rivetted at the top into the wall. The place is 
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very dark and damp; all the wells and fountains 
being above me, and, hence everything moistens 
and rots here, and the air has an ill-scent : they 
give it light only occasionally. I have not hitherto 
seen any fire but that of a candle." 

In this miserable building, if such a name can be 
properly given to it, did our martyr drag out a 
languishing existence of more than fifteen years, 
during all which time he was subjected to those 
minute severities of persecution which had been 
resorted to, with such cruel effect, in the case of M. 
de Marolles. As he entered the place he was 
searched, and the only book he had remaining taken 
from him : intercourse being thus denied him, as he 
said, not only with the living, but with the dead. 
So little protection was afforded him, either by fuel 
or covering against the cold, that he soon suffered 
from a defluxion in the teeth, great pains in the reins, 
rheumatism, and at last ^om a continual fever. 
The ahments which they gave him were often, by 
the many impurities they contained, totally unfit for 
use. He was absolutely prohibited from all inter- 
course with his friends. No one durst come near 
him, or look on the place of his retreat, much less 
speak to him, so strictly was he guarded. He could 
neither, in general, write nor receive any letters, 
except by recurring to little ingenious expedients ; 
and even of these the success was so precarious, 
that for two years and some months he was unable 
to carry on any correspondence whatever. Just 
before this interval an individual who had served 
him as a means of commmiication was severely 
punished ; and in another instance, a soldier, who 
had done him some little service, was actually con- 
demned to be hanged. 
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Under such rigid interdiction of all intercourse 
with the world without him, it is not surprising that 
the spirits of this martyr should at times have given 
way to despondency. We have seen, in the case of 
the saintly Marolles, how far beyond his expectations 
of difficulty he had found the trial of a constant 
solitude. The effect was similar on the social tem- 
perament of Lefevre. Obliged to converse solely 
with itself, his mind insensibly contracted a morbid 
hue, which ultimately tinged even his religious views 
and feelings. Hence we find him complaming often 
of suspensions of grace, and of a variety of emotions 
with which his soul was, in consequence, agitated ; 
but even in his references to these, while we need 
not accept in every particular his account of their 
origin, we yet see delightfully the man of Grod. 

" There are times," he says, *' in which God sus- 
pends the influences of his grace towards me, during 
which he takes away the sentiments of his love 
towards me ; this I regard as a chastisement, and an 
effect of God's paternal love towards me, in leading 
me thereby to desire the richer effusion of his Spirit ; 
for there can be no greater evidence of adoption, 
than the desire of a more abundant grace. I am so 
great a sinner, that it is just I should be chastised. 
Happy is he whom the Lord is willing thus to 
instruct, whom he thus vouchsafes to teach his law ; 
he will keep his soul at rest in the days of adversity, 
while the pit is digging for the wicked." 

With the exception of the uneasiness which these 
misgivings of faith and hope occasioned, the frame 
of our martyr appears throughout his tedious im- 
prisonment to have been singularly tranquil and 
happy. 

" The Lord," says he, in one of his letters, " com- 
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forts and supports me in a sensible manner ; he gives 
me strength to suffer my afflictions with joy : and if 
I should tell you that sometimes I am so contented 
and happy that I forget I have any sorrow, I should 
tell you the truth." 

The view which he took of the share which 
human instrumentality had in his sufferings is most 
scriptural and edifying. Like the Psalmist, (xvii. 14,) 
he considered his persecutors as only a sword in 
the hand of God. 

" I acknowledge," says he, " that men make me 

suffer for God, and that Grod makes me suffer for my 

sins. That he permits men to make me suffer is 

doubtless through my sinfulness ; but it is, at the same 

time, for his interest and for justice. It is glorious to 

suffer in such a cause; it is the most excellent 

manner wherein God can be glorified by men, as it 

is the greatest sign of glory and honour which God 

can attach to men. I do not refuse the honour he 

does me in this respect, as I take him and the 

angels to witness, that such only is the cause of the 

treatment I am subjected to; religion is all my 

crime against men, though not against God. Hence 

it is that, always just and faithful to his promises, 

he undertakes the defence of my cause ; if he does not 

hear me ad voluntatem, (according to my will,) he 

does ever ad salutatem, (according to my welfare,) 

and whether I live or whether I die, I will live to 

him or die to him. 

Remarking, at another time, on his privation of 
intercourse with the world, he says, 

•' It is my school of suffering wherein I learn to die 
to the desires of the world and to self. It is in 
solitude that we raise ourselves to God, and converse 
with Him who is the refuge of saints, and the comfor^ 

f2 
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of martyrs. It is there a faithful soul finds all it 
can or ought to desire of Jesus its comforter; and has 
so much the more familiarity with its Creator, as it 
has less connexion with the creature.'* 

In a similar spirit, writing in the year 1695, to a 
lady, he observes : — " I am now entering into the 
tenth year of my sufferings, and, by God's grace, I have 
neither lost spirit, nor patience, nor faith, at least not 
totally. Ah, my dear kinswoman, the Lord has 
heard your prayers, and those of the Moseses and 
Samuels that intercede for me : he has spared my 
weakness; he has pitied my frailty, and he will 
finish what concerns me. If I was but disbur- 
dened from the weight of my sins, if I could but 
disengage myself from the thoughts of the world, 
I should be too happy ; incomparably more so than 
I was in the world ; though when I left it, I had 
almost all I could reasonably desire in it. But I 
confess with grief and confusion, I am a man of 
little faith, and a sinner ; I have desired my visible 
and temporal liberty with too much ardour." 

The humility of our martyr, in his sufferings for 
the truth, was no less conspicuous than his unshaken 
constancy. He was far from regarding his sub- 
mission to these sufferings as in any degree merito- 
rious, or entitling him to encomium. When other* 
would address him in the language of eulogy, aa 
they sometimes did, thinking it due to hhn, he would 
intimate that he required only their prayers, and no 
praises, of which he felt himself unworthy. Thus, 
his pastor having once congratulated him on his 
patience and perseverance, and the many virtues 
which shone through the obscurity of his dungeon, 
he replied, " My dear pastor praises me, and 1 suffer 
^t; but it is because I am persuaded he praises the 
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gift of God in me, and that he praises me to en- 
courage me, as St. Paul did the Philippians, to 
the end that the praises which he gives me should 
increase my love towards Jesus Christ, my good 
Master, my Lord and my God. 

His chief consolations, under the hittemess of 
his trials, were derived from the Holy Scriptures. 
In the beginning of his confinement, he would often, 
in his more stated seasons of religious exercise, sing 
aloud the 130th, and other Psalms. The activity 
of his mind led him also to employ himself fre- 
quently in the hermeneutical, as well as the devotional 
study of Scripture. Thus, in the correspondence 
which he contrived to maintain with his pastor and 
others, we find him often proposing diflSculties in 
the interpretation of particular passages for their 
solution, and sometimes offering his own solutions 
of them. The constituents of heavenly blessedness, 
the nature of Paul's thorn in the flesh, the apparent 
discrepancies in the accounts given by different 
evangelists of our Lord's crucifixion, etc., were, for 
instance, subjects which thus engaged his meditations. 
He regarded the thorn in the apostle's flesh as only 
an evil desire, or rather a succession of evil desires, 
which continued to trouble him ; as the devil is the 
author of such impressions and suggestions, he 
conceives that he therefore calls it * a mes- 
senger of Satan,' and thought that the delay of God 
in interposing to deliver his servant from the temp- 
tation might be proper to inspire a deeper hu- 
mility into him, and more lively sentiments of his 
own emptiness. 

That there is much force in this representation of 
the apostle's meaning will not, we think, be denied 
by those who candidlv weigh the peculiarity of a 

F 3 
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term employed, buffeting — a term which seema 
very suitable to describe such a kind of inward mo- 
lestation as theabove opinion supposes ; but, whatever 
be the justness of the theory, our martyr's views 
were evidently inclined to the adoption of it, by the 
recollection of his own experience. Indeed, he 
himself, on one occasion, applies it in some manner 
to his own condition, observing that, as the honour 
he had in suffering for Christ was great, so God 
permitted that in the midst of all, he should yet be 
harassed often by sinful desires of the instigation of 
Satan, who not being able to overthrow his faith and 
patience by trials, endeavoured to seduce him by 
corrupt and worldly passions. 

We have already had occasion to notice the zeal of 
M. le Fevre, before his apprehension, in confirm- 
ing the resolutions of the wavering among his 
brethren. This concern did not forsake him now 
during his imprisonment. The case of those who 
had been prevailed on, by considerations of interest, 
to re-enter the Romish communion against their 
convictions, lay often, in particular, heavily on his 
mind. Hard as was his own lot, and that of his 
fellow sufferers, he yet considered the condition of 
these individuals much more pitiable. Speaking 
of such, in one of his letters, he says : — ** I am per- 
suaded, that if those Christians, who have been sub- 
verted by the storms and waters which surround us, 
and with which we are, as it were, overwhelmed, 
were well convinced of that eternal truth, * Blessed 
are they which are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake,* Matt. v. 10 ; and also of that other truth which 
we have from the mouth of Christ in express terms, 
and in such a manner as might make impression 

the hardest hearts — ^that by his word we shall be 
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judged in the last day, John xii. 48 ; I am per- 
suaded, I say, that if their hearts were penetrated 
with these two truths, they would forthwith rise 
again from their fall, and neither fear life, nor death, 
nor galleys, nor dungeons." 

" Oh let them not deceive themselves," said he, 
writing to one of his relatives, respecting such ; " to 
despise the cross is to despise Him who was cruci- 
fied : there is no medium ; when Jesus, by his pro- 
vidence, puts us under the necessity of suffering for 
him, to fail of it, to excuse one's-self, and to com- 
pound with flesh and blood, is to deny Christ." 

In perfect consistency with this spirit, was the 
sympathy which he manifested for those of his 
brethren, whom he had left behind him on the 
galley. Whilst he was with them, such were his 
labours for their good, he had obtained the name of 
" the prisoners' Calvin ;" and, after his removal, not- 
withstanding the severity of his own sufferings, he 
still discovered all the care of a pastor for them. 
With an affectionate curiosity, he inquired from 
time to time minutely into their circumstances, 
and interested himself warmly in every change of 
treatment they experienced. No one exceeded him 
in generous admiration, or commendation of in- 
stances of constancy among them, when reported ta 
him. As opportunities offered, he carried on epis- 
tolary communication with them, by which means 
he sought at once to promote their scriptural know- 
ledge, and to animate them to further perseverance. 
To this correspondence we are indebted for various 
interesting particulars of the state of many of these 
noble confessors, and of their behaviour under their 
servitude ; and though by some it may be considered 
a digression, wc cannot here resist the temptat' 
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of inserting an account thus furnished us of one of 
their number, who shone even among his fellow 
sufferers, and who was called, before the present 
subject of our memoir, to be faithful unto death. 
As the account relates exclusively to sufferings 
undergone on board the galley, it may serve to 
diversify a little the tragical details with which we 
have been chiefly hitherto conversant. 

The name of the martyred saint whom we have 
thus brought before us, was the Sieur Peter 
Mauru. He was from Loysi, in Brie, of a good 
family. "When attempting to escape out of the 
kingdom, he was stopped in Burgundy, and sent to 
Besan9on to be imprisoned. It was here that his 
acquaintance with M. le Fevre commenced, for they 
were confined together, and condemned to the 
galleys nearly about the same time. 

The acquaintance soon became a friendship, and 
was a mutual source of joy in afler life, as often as 
it was reflected on. The high esteem in which 
Mauru was held by his fellow captive may be seen 
from the following extract. 

" The patience of that confessor of Jesus Christ," 
says M. le Fevre, writing of him, " in whom he has 
displayed all the greatness of the riches of his grace, 
is not to be imagined. In the sincerity of my heart 
I do not think there is a greater saint on earth. 
He is a prodigy of piety, of humility, of constancy ; 
a man perfect in faith and love." 

This is high eulogy ; but we can scarcely desire 
a fuller verification of it than is furnished by the 
letter which we now subjoin, written by Mauru 
himself, and which contains the account we have 
referred to of the severities of the galley life. It is 
addressed to M. le Fevre. 
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"My dear and most honoured brother — You are 
so present in my mind, that an hour does not pass 
without my thinking of you, and without my im- 
ploring from God on our behalf the necessary 
grace to enable us to finish our course in his fear, 
and at the last to receive the crown of life from his 
hand. 

" It seems to me, that for some time past, they do 
not observe me so strictly, but give me a little more 
liberty, it may be with the hope of surprising me 
into something which they may construe into an 
offence; hitherto, however, plans of this kind, if 
formed, have been fruitless. Whatever letters of 
my own they have, at any time, taken from me, have 
served only to make the sincerity of my heart and 
my profession more manifest ; and this is true equally 
of the letters I have received from others. Our 
captain lately took some of these from me for the 
purpose of examining them. Among others, he 
found one written to me by a cousin of mine, a man 
full of love to God, and zeal for his glory, in which 
he exhorted me to persevere, and gave me to under- 
stand that he even envied me the honour which God 
was putting on me. Our captain, on reading this,^ 
bade me answer his letter, and inform him that he 
might come here, and he should forthwith be placed 
in the like condition. 

" You desire, my most dear brother, to be furnished 
with particulars of the hard usage and cruelties I 
have received since I have been here, and I will 
accordingly endeavour to give your inquiries some 
satisfaction. When I was first put on board, the 
captain would know why 1 was sent to the galleys. 
Hearing the reason, he immediately sent to search 
me, and caused whatever books or other papers I 
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had to be taken away from me. Shortly afterwards, 
he sent for priests to try to persuade me to a change 
of religion, forbidding any others to speak with me ; 
and, at last, fixed me on a bench near the pump, 
where a spy was stationed over me, purposely to 
insult me, and to seek to provoke me into expres- 
sions of impatience. Notwithstanding, in the suc- 
cessive schemes he adopted to annoy me, he rather 
tired himself than me, so that he soon left me, and 
afterwards even of his good will supplied me with 
several conveniences. When they discovered this, 
they made me alter my seat that others might af- 
front me ; but I soon became their friend too ; so 
that being thus frustrated in their designs against 
me, they were obliged to seek .for other means. 

" Hereupon a sub-officer, who was ingenious in 
malice, desired that he might have charge of me, 
boasting that he would soon repair the failures of 
his predecessors. I was accordingly given into his 
hands, with no limitation to the power he might 
exercise over me, except that of death. Not a day 
now passed but this wanton taskmaster was devising 
new torments to distress me. Sometimes he would 
make me supply all the benches of the galley with 
water, and also clean it throughout ; sometimes he 
would set me to scour great iron balustrades, on any 
of which if a single speck remained, though it were 
engrained, he would impute it to my negligence, 
and have me beaten ; sometimes, to fatigue me, he 
would oblige me to carry heavy cordage ; sometimes 
he would compel me to go about with a large chain 
on my body ; at other times he would for days to- 
gether keep back my bread in the morning, and 
make me fast till one or two o'clock ; and that no- 
thmg might be wanting to molest me, he would place 
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near me, as my companions, the most wicked Turks 
and Moors he could tind. Nevertheless, in all these 
indignities the Lord graciously supplied me with 
strength to bear ; and, as before, many of those whom 
my tormentor employed as the instruments of his 
cruelty were kind and considerate to me. This 
was the case even with the unbelievers among whom 
I was stationed, barbarous as they were. In short, 
my persecutor soon became more weary of inflicting 
severities than I was of enduring them, so that, on 
a representation of my state to the captain, I had 
little difficulty in obtaining a remission of the more 
grievous tasks imposed on me. 

*' In the mean time my soul fed constantly on hid- 
den manna, and my God inspired me with consola- 
tion such as the world knows nothing of. If my 
body suffered all day long, my heart was still joy- 
ful. Not long after the comparative respite from 
persecution which I enjoyed, a partial revival of 
rigour took place towards me. As the consequence 
I fell into a severe sickness, which lasted for the 
space of a month. They carried me to the hospital. 
While there, I had nothing better to take than such 
broth as you know they give ; and for three weeks 
they expected my death daily. It is no calumny 
against them to say that they wished it. I earnestly 
did so myself; I said daily, This is the day of my 
deliverance ; I shall soon suffer no more pain, but 
enter into my eternal rest. Low, however, as I 
was reduced, God did not see fit yet to take me to 
himself, but raised me up from my illness. 

" I cannot say that since my recovery the treatment 
which I have experienced has been, in any degree, 
more clement than before. It is indeed as if mv 
enemies and tormentors would vent the chagrin they 
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felt at my restoration, by adding to my sufferings ; 
I have still to endure both cruel mockings and scourg- 
ings : but what are these ? they are a painful cross 
for the time, but ere long they must sdl be ended, 
and the joy of being with God will soon make me 
forget all my evils. Whenever now I have a little 
ease, my delight is to meditate on the words of eter- 
nal life. My flesh is covered with bruises, but this 
only occasions the reflection. Such were the marks 
which Paul rejoiced to bear in his body. The plea- 
sure I feel in suffering for Christ alleviates all the 
pain of the blows which are inflicted ; and when 
afterwards his consolations abound in me, when his 
Spirit's sacred balm heals all my sores, and gives a 
perfect peace to my soul, I am enabled to despise 
all other things. In fine, sir, and my well-beloved 
brother in Christ, be assured that I would rather be 
your companion in bearing the reproach of the Re- 
deemer, than run the hazard of entering again into 
the world, even were the choice left me, so do I fear 
the snare incident to an absorption in the affairs of 
this life. 

" God is a faithful witness of the affection which I 
have for you in my heart, as it is most just I should 
have. You have both instructed and comforted me. 
Grod made use of you as one of his faithful ministers 
to edify me during the time of our imprisonment, 
and all that you had of your own for consolation was 
common to us. I commend you to the mercy of 
God with all my heart, beseeching him to be your 
deliverer, to make you enjoy his favour here, and in 
heaven his glory. My dear brother, pray for me ; I 
am altogether as much yours as my own. 

" P. Mauru." 

Thus meekly, and yet manfully, and with so true 
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a couformity of spirit to the apostle whom he alludes 
to, did this good soldier of Jesus Christ endure hard- 
ness. Such raultipHed and aggravated labours^ how- 
ever, it was impossible that he could long sustain. 
His death, which took place in April, 1696, after 
about ten years' sufferings, was worthy of his life. 
We are informed by a friend who was with him, 
that his faith and constancy then shone brighter 
than ever ; that as his body grew weak, his soul 
seemed to become inspired with more heavenly 
vigour ; though popish emissaries stood, like wolves, 
round his bed, seeking, to the last, to seduce his 
soul into apostasy, they could make no impression ; 
notwithstanding all their efforts, they were obliged 
at last to forsake him, and to leave his spirit in 
the hands of that sovereign Pastor, who conducted 
it into the everlasting pastures. 

What is said by this distinguished martyr in 
the beginning of his letter, of the occasional inter- 
mission by his enemies of the strictness of their vigi- 
lance over him, was true also in regard to the more 
immediate subject of our narrative. This may 
have been inferred indeed from the extracts of cor- 
respondence already furnished. Such an interval 
appears to have been enjoyed after that period of 
strict surveillance which we have spoken of; and, as 
en&bling him to commune more freely with his 
friends, it was welcomed by our martyr with fervent 
expressions of gratitude. It is grievous, however, 
to add that, as in the case of Mauru, this trifling 
alleviation of his sufferings did not long continue. 
Towards the beginning of the year 1 700, the rigour 
of his captivity again increased, so that from that 
time to his death, which happened in June, 1702, 
we meet with but two or three letters from him 
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During the last year, indeed, he was debarred from 
all correspondence whatever, and was neither able to 
send any letters himself to his friends, nor to receive 
any. The last which he ever wrote is dated Janu- 
ary, 1701, and was in answer to an affectionate 
communication from his pastor, designed to con- 
firm him more and more in those glorious hopes for 
which he had fought so courageously. We can 
only give an extract from it here. 

"The apostle James," says he, "called those 
blessed who endure suffering, nor am I surprised, sir, 
and my most honoured pastor, that you should apply 
similar language to me, or that you should represent 
fifteen years of combat and perseverance against 
all the efforts of Satan and the world, as beyond 
dispute an excellent preparative for a happy death. 
In speaking thus, you only suppose what might 
well be supposed in a case like mine. But, alas ! 
how far beneath the supposition is the reality ! 
How trembling is the foundation of my hope of 
reward, whose every action is so mixed with evil, 
and so deficient in those motives which alone render 
actions valuable! Though I endeavour to live 
godly, and to attain to the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, I yet force myself much, and 
advance but little. Do not then, my dear friend, 
give so much attention to any little advantages you 
may perceive in me, but rather remember, above all 
things, to pray that I may be delivered from the great 
sins always in me." 

This lelter brings us very nearly, as we hinted, 
to the close of our martyr's pilgrimage. For the few 
remaining particulars which we know of him, we are 
indebted chiefly to an excellent lady of Mart eilles, 
who occasionally found opportunity to see him, though 
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only permitted to do so in the presence of witnesses. 
She describes herself as finding him almost always 
in the same frame and spirit in which Stephen was 
in his hour of final trial — " full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost," as also of charity for. his persecutors. 
The last time she saw him was only two days 
before his death. He was then very weak and 
emaciated, and appeared to derive no benefit from 
the medicine which had been procured for him. 
She left him much edified by his communications, 
and recommending him to the grace and care of 
God, obtaining also a promise from those who had 
charge of him that, when his death might happen, 
he should be decently interred. This interview he 
survived, as we have said, little more than a day. 
The final exit of his spirit from its earthly tabernacle 
appears to have been in solitude, God only and his 
angels being witness of the change ; but that change 
how beyond conception glorious! Doubtless those 
blessed spirits, who, we know, are employed in 
ministering for the heirs of salvation, formed a will- 
ing convoy to transport his soul to the celestial para- 
dise, there to take possession of its crown of right- 
eousness, and unite itself for ever to that Redeemer 
for whom he had suffered so willingly and so much. 

Well might one of his loved companions in suffer- 
ing, who had himself been seventeen years in chains, 
and to whom the tidings of his decease had been 
communicated, break out into a strain of holy rap- 
ture on the occasion. 

" What incomparable honour," he writes, ** was it 
for that famous confessor to die in the field of battle, 
having become more than conqueror through Him 
that loved him ! What inexpressible happiness to 
pass from his dark and dreary dungeon to the palace 

g2 
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of the King of kings ; from his tedious solitude into 
the society of the holy angels, and of others who 
Hke himself died for the testimony of Jesus ; from 
his destitution of every comfort to the full possesdion 
of God himself, to enjoy the subhme riches of his 
glory, and taste the peace which passes all under- 
standing ! When by his death he has made such an 
exchange, why should we mourn his absence? 
Rather am I tempted to long myself to dislodge 
from under these tents of Kedar, where they never 
speak of rest or peace, and to enter into that delight- 
ful mansion of the Prince of life where righteous- 
ness dwells." 

Such were some of the reflections 8U»?gested by 
the life and death of the excellent individual who 
has now passed under our review, to those whom 
he left behind him in bonds. What were the kind 
of impressions produced on the minds of others we 
may partly judge from an expression dropped by 
the governor of the prison when he saw him carried 
out for interment. '* The mortification," said he, 
** which that poor man sufiFered for sixteen years and 
two months in that prison is^omething wonderful," 
referring as much, doubtless, to his manner of endur- 
ing his sufferings, as to the measure of sufferings 
which he did endure. 

On a review of the two foregoing narratives, 
there appears to be much valuable instruction com- 
prised in the facts they furnish. 

One salutary lesson, for example, which they are 
adapted, we think, forcibly to teach us, regards the 
nature of true happiness. Judging by the ordinary 
standard which is applied to estimate happiness — 
that of external prosperity, what two individuals 
could be more wretched than those whose history we 
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have been tracing? Their condition was that of 

despised captives cut o£P from all the charities of 

society, thrust into gloomy and noisome dungeons, 

there immured with no prospect of liberation, but 

condemned 

*' To waste their days, 

In barrenness, and solitude, and tears ;" 

and in addition often suffering from grievous 
bodily ailments. Of the ordinary comforts of life 
they had absolutely none. And yet what reader of 
their lives is there who would not pronounce them 
happy ? The habitual cheerfulness of MaroUes may 
be seen pervading every Hne he writes ; and as for 
the other sufferer, we have his express assurance 
that he was often so contented as to forget his 
sorrows. Were we required to institute a com- 
parison between the degree of their felicity, and 
that of their pitiless, though powerful persecutor, 
the monarch who filled the throne of France, there 
can be no doubt in whose favour the balance must 
be struck. Not either of them, it is certain, would 
have exchanged conditions with his, had the transfer 
been practicable. They had no reason for doing so. 
The constituent elements of true bliss belonged to 
them in a far higher degree than to their sovereign. 
What are these ? Without professing accurately 
to enumerate them, we may mention two, in the 
absence of which no happiness worth the name can 
be enjoyed by any one : a good conscience, and 
a good hope. It is evident, tiiat where any are 
destitute of these, whatever satisfaction may be pre- 
tended to, must be confined to the narrow hmits of 
the present; neither the past nor the future, can 
be sources of joy to such; while to the possessor 
of them, both these divisions of time are rich in 

o3 
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blessedness. It was the consciousness of their pos- 
sessing these treasures, especially the latter, which 
enabled Paul and Silas, in their dreary prison at 
Philippi, to employ the midnight hour in singing 
praises to God ; and which subsequently enabled the 
former of these holy men, even when standing in 
the presence of royalty, to profess, " I would to Grod 
that all that hear me this day, were both almost, 
and altogether such as I am, except these bonds,** 
Acts xxvi. 29. A similar consciousness was that 
which produced and supported the tranquillity and 
even triumphs of our martyrs. Harassed they might 
be by external annoyances, but they had the 
peace of God within; deprived of their earthly 
property, but they had treasure in heaven ; disre- 
garded by the gay circles of worldly fashion, but they 
had communion with the King of kings. They were 
as " sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things," 2 Cor. vi. 10, 
Though confined and fettered, they could yet boast 
of a nobler liberty than any of their persecutors 
could pretend to — a liberty from the power, penalty, 
and pollution of sin. 

" The oppressor held 
Their body bound, but knew not what a range 
Their spirit took, unconscious of a chain ; 
And that to bind those was a vain attempt, 
Whom God communed with, and in whom he dwelt." 

A second truth which may be read, we think, 
clearly in the above narrations, is the reality and 
power of religion. In the smooth times of the 
church's external prosperity, when the lines of sepa- 
ration between itself and the world are often but 
indistinctly traced, when there is too frequent con- 
formity in the practice of professors to the customs 
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which their principles Condemn, lookers on are apt 
to treat religious profession as but a pretence. 
Observing many who speak of grace and of spiritual 
influence, while yet they give no evidences of any 
moral power higher than their own, they are apt to 
consider all ideas of such grace and influence as 
visionary. But we would ask any who may be thus 
sceptical, and that, whether avowedly in opinion, or 
only in bias. What but the power of godliness, 
could have induced the two persons wbose memoirs we 
have now presented, to remain volmitarily so long 
under a lot of such accumulated hardship ? As- 
suredly, it was no stoical indifference to pain or 
pleasure ; no insensibility to natural enjoyment. 
Both these martyrs were as capable of relishing the 
innocent comforts and luxuries of life as others, and 
did actually partake of them with as much relish. 
It was not that they had little to lose by the resolu- 
tion they took. The sphere in which each of them 
moved previously to their imprisonment, was one 
which placed a very considerable share of social 
gratification within their reach. What, then, was 
the principle which enabled them so firmly and per- 
severingly to sacrifice all ? It would be folly to 
deny that it was religion. It was their sense of the 
value of the soul ; of the importance of eternity over 
time ', of the favour of God over the favour of man ; of 
the truth of the Bible above all secular emoluments. 
These are the considerations, a regaid to which 
constitutes religion, and that these were the consi- 
derations which influenced them to resist alike the 
cajolements and threatenings of their adversaries, 
the most cursory reader may see. Their continu- 
ance in captivity was a voluntary sacrifice to con- 
scientious principle. Had they but listeued to the 
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pleas of worldly interest, and thrown aside respect 
for religious scruples, their release would have been 
certain. 

According to the ancient proverb, there is no 
principle so strong in the human breast, as the love 
of life, Job ii. 4. But in the examples before 
us, we see that there may be an affection stronger 
even than this, and that is, the love of the Saviour. 
We see that this love can enable a disciple to forsake 
houses, and brethren, and father, and mother, in 
^ word, all, for the gospel. How much more, then, 
can it prove superior to the ordinary temptations of 
worldly ease and indulgence! Numerous as are 
the instances of those who have only a name to live, 
let us assure ourselves that there are others whose 
faith is really a living one, and who have been taught 
effectually by the grace which bringeth salvation, to 
live soberly, righteously, and holily in the present 
world. 

The preceding narratives are, we humbly con- 
ceive, further adapted to impress with fresh convic- 
tion on the mind, the anti-christian character of the 
papal usurpation. To remark on its persecuting 
tendencies is obvious. As in the picture of it, 
drawn by the pencil of prophecy, it was represented 
drunk with the blood of the saints. Rev. xvii. 6 ; and 
as ever since it has had opportimity to develop itself, 
its development has been that of fierce and inveterate 
hostility to every form of worship purer than its 
own ; so here do we find it employing every engine 
of treachery and oppression, to crush the professors 
of a reformed Christianity. But in addition to this, 
our attention is recalled, in the preceding pages, 
to its essential corruption. Our martyrs evidently re- 
garded it as '' anti-christian," not merely in its spirit, 
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but its theology. Nor shall we be disposed, if we 
reflect, to dissent from their estimate. 

The points at issue between the adherents of 
papacy and Protestant religionists are not trivial cere- 
monious particulars, but points of vital moment. 
They are points which touch the very essence and 
marrow of the gospel. Whether salvation is a free 
gift, or a matter of sale and purchase ; whether the 
mediation carried on by our blessed Lord be in it- 
self sole and sufficient ; whether the doctrines of our 
faith are to be drawn elsewhere than from the in- 
spired Scriptures ; whether devotion be a reasonable 
service, or but a solemn mummery ; whether the sa- 
craments are the substance of saving grace, or but the 
sign : these, and such as these, are the points on which 
the duty of dissent from Romanism hinges. It was 
on such grounds as these that Marolles and Lefevre 
assumed the position, and sustained the sufferings 
which they did. To renounce the distinctive doc- 
trines of Protestantism they felt would be not far 
from renouncing whatever was vital in Christianity 
itself. Let us not be seduced, then, by any kindly 
feelings which we may cherish towards Papists in 
the common relations of life, from contemplating 
with proper horror their system. Let us not be im- 
posed on by any specious shows of sanctity or mode- 
ration. The papal corruption of religion is em- 
phatically the apostasy, 2 Thess. ii. 3 ; the head of 
it emphaticdlly, " the- man of sin," " the son of perdi- 
tion;" its true names those of "blasphemy," Rev. 
xvii. 3; its doom that of the devil and the false 
prophet, Rev. xx. 1 0. Against its abominations more 
than any other are the trumpets of the Apocalypse 
sounded ; and the extirpation of it, more than of anv 
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other system, the object of the coming of the Son of 
God, 2 Thess. ii. 8. 

It is a kindred reflection to these, and one to 
which the preceding narrations may also naturally 
lead us, to remark on the reasons we have for gratitude 
for our present religious privileges. The question, 
*' Who maketh thee to differ from another ? and what 
hast thou that thou didst not receive ?*' 1 Cor. iv. 7, is a 
question not more applicable to a comparison of indi- 
viduals, than of times. In answering this inquiry, it is, 
doubtless, by no meanswrong that ourthoughts should 
revert to those memorable martyrs and confessors 
of former ages, who in the cause of truth nobly toiled 
and bled. They were, undoubtedly, the mediate 
authors of our present religious light and liberty ; 
the instruments of working out our emancipation 
from the spiritual thraldom imder which they them- 
selves were bom. Still let us not forget that, after 
all, they were but instruments. 

"Their blood, though shed 
la confirmation of the noblest claim — 
The claim to feed upon immortal truth, 
And walk with God, the God of truth,"— 

would yet have been shed fruitlessly, had not that 
God espoused their cause. The blood of martyrs, 
let us recollect, has been shed without any abiding 
fruit. Countries might now be pointed out wil- 
lingly sunk under a load of papal superstition, 
wiiere there were not wanting champions once to 
contend earnestly for the primitive faith. Their 
light shone in darkness, but the darkness compre- 
hended it not. It was but as a taper feebly ghm- 
meriiig for a time, and then extinguished by the thick 
surrounding vapours. To the good providence of 
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God then, where the case is happily diflferent, be 
that praise rendered which is its due. It was he 
who, in this favoured country, originated the re- 
formation, sustained it, and carried it to a successful 
issue. It was his hand which raised up, not merely 
a single heroic champion for the truth, nor a few, but 
a great cloud of witnesses ; his Spirit which inspired 
their fortitude and their ardour, and finally crowned 
their efforts with his blessing. 

Lastly, while we adrnire the faith, patience, and 
devotion to the cause of the Saviour, of the illustri- 
ous sufferers whose memoirs we have been perusing, 
let us not forget that we are also called to imitate 
them. It is as much a condition of Christian dis- 
cipleship now as it was then, or even as it was in 
the time of our Lord himself, that self-denial must 
be exercised, and the cross borne. If the circum- 
stances of the age do not call us to bear the cross of 
painful suffering, they do that of active duty. If 
we are not required now to sacrifice our lives to 
the truth of the gospel, we are required to sacrifice 
our time, our ease, our property. Not a day ever 
passes in which a humble Christian may jiot find 
some opportunity of verifying his attachment to his 
Saviour. It is still a Christian dutv to " overcome 
the world ;" and it may require as lively an exercise 
of faith to overcome the fascinations of the world 
as to triumph over its hostilities. 

There are not a few who perplex themselves from 
time to time with the supposed difl&culty of knowing 
what part they would act if called, like many before 
them, to '• resist unto blood." We would suggest to 
such that this inquiry may be in general satisfac- 
torily answered, by ascertaining what is their pre- 
sent obedience to the call of Christian dutv. " ^' 
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that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also 
in much : and he that is unjust in the least is unjust 
also in much," Luke xvi. 10. The Christian who now 
honours his Lord by a course of laborious self-deny- 
ing zeal in his service, need not fear that he would 
be appalled into a cowardly denial of him should 
persecution rage. The principle of obedience is 
the same in all junctures, and if we can now cheer- 
fully sacrifice our wealth and comfort for the sake of 
the gospel, we shall hot be likely to grudge, when 
necessary, the sacrifice of our lives. He whose we 
-are, will accept the offering equally in the one case 
as in the other. On the contrary, the professor who 
can neglect the interests of his Master in times of 
ease, may be confidently expected to be found betray- 
ing them in times of danger. If we are not ready 
fw the comparatively light efforts of self-denial which 
one age requires, we shall assuredly be seen shrink- 
ing from the sufferings of another. "If thou hast 
run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, 
then how canst thou contend with horses P and if in 
the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied 
thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of 
Jordan ?" Jer. xii. 5. 



TH'E END. 
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